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ñSaving one dog will not change the world, but, surely for that one dog the world 
will change forever.ò - Unknown 
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Tony Bahnick ï President, Evergreen Golden Retriever Rescue 
 

After our rather cool and damp spring, itôs been nice to welcome some warmth and sunshine back 

to the Pacific Northwest.  Please remember with the heat comes dangers to our four legged 

friends, even walks on the street as an air temperature of 77 degrees can cause asphalt to heat up 

to 125 degrees, which can cause tissue damage, and it only gets hotter from there. 

 

Iôd like to again thank Kathy Hobson for her 5 years of service to the EGRR board, and welcome 

Gloria Kaczmarski who was elected to the Board during our recent Annual Members Meeting.  Iôm 

not sure why I didn't register this, but I overlooked that Vicky Smith also reached her 5-year term 

limit for being on the EGRR board; thank you Vicki for your service to the EGRR Board!   Thank 

you, Maddy Wiley (who is also our Volunteer Coordinator) for agreeing to join the Board in Vicky's 

place; Maddy was unanimously approved by the Board, and I would like to welcome Maddy as our 

newest Board member.  

 

Iôm sure many of you who attended the Annual Members meeting were as astonished as I was 

during Kathy Hobsonôs excellent and eye-opening presentation on her (and Tateôs) involvement 

with search and rescue for lost cats and dogs and as to just how many dogs are reported lost (200 

to 250 per month in Snohomish County, alone!).  For this edition of Golden Nuggets, Kathy was 

kind enough to provide a summary of the pro-active steps, as she described during her 

presentation, that we all can take before our dog goes missing to improve the chances of being 

found, along with steps to take if your dog goes missing.  As with all 4th of July Holidays, there will 

be a dramatic spike in the number of dogs and cats who go missing; the information Kathy 

provided is well worth sharing to all of those concerned about the well-being of their canine and 

feline (and other) family members.  

 

A related item that Kathy also enlightened us with is a number of social media sites dedicated to 

the reporting and reuniting of lost pets, including but not limited to Facebook pages such as: 

 

Lost Dogs of Snohomish County #1    Lost Dogs of King County 
Lost and Found Pets of Thurston County            Lost and Found Pets of Washington State 
My neighborhood Facebook pages  
 
Many of these pages have dedicated administrators and volunteers who will cross-check postings 
of lost pets with those who have been found, and with all of the additional local eyes and ears that 
social media can put on alert, the chances that a lost pet will be reunited with its owner are 
substantially improved.  Last week I was working out of town and looking as some of the lost dog 
posts, one of the found dog pictures looked very familiar to me ï it was my backyard!! My wife and 
daughter brought home a very friendly Pomski (Pomeranian-husky) named Mila that was 
wandering next to a busy street and was almost hit.  Thanks to posts on the Lost Dogs of King 
County, Mila was reunited with her distraught owners the same day!   
 

A reminder that there is still time to renew your EGRR Membership for 2017.  It is wonderful 

to think of all those that have kept their memberships going year after year, and we kindly ask 

everyone to do so again for calendar year 2017!!!  

The primary focus of Evergreen Golden Retriever Rescue (EGRR) is on rescuing 
Golden Retrievers in need.  Driven by our belief in responsible pet ownership, we 
are dedicated to ensuring for dogs such as these a future of care and affection. 
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The Golden Nuggets will be 
published on a quarterly basis.  
Articles, questions, photos, etc., 
should be submitted by the  
following dates in order to  
appear in the next quarterly 
issue: 
 

September 15, 2017 
December 15, 2017 
February 15, 2018 
May 15, 2018 
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I believe in destiny and synchronicity or whatever you call it when it appears 
someone or something has intervened on your behalf. We had lost our beloved 
Pono,(nicknamed Red Dog, by our caretaker) an EGRR rescue Golden, only a 
few weeks before when I got the EGRR newsletter.  It reminded me to write and 
tell EGRR about Ponoôs death.  I  also mentioned that should another Golden 
come up for adoption sometime, we would be very interested. From recent 
newsletters I knew there werenôt any Goldens available, but I had to put it out 
there anyway. 
 
Surprisingly a few days later, Nancy Kiesler called and asked if I was ready for a 
new family member.  She related that her foster dog required certain things in an 
adopter and no one on the waiting list met these requirements.  We, she said, fit 
them to a ñTò.  We knew weôd never replace Pono in our hearts but the house 
seemed lonely and Pele, our other rescue Golden, seemed depressed.  We 
drove to Nancyôs house to see the dog named Red, no doubt named for her 
coloring. I felt this red dog was meant to live with us. She was ñpre-approvedò by 
Pono. 
 
Nancy didn't know much about 
her past. She knew her previous 
owner was seriously ill and 
kenneled Red for four months, 
hoping to get better and have her 
return which didnôt happen. We 
brought Pele along for his 
approval and he quickly perked 
up once he met his new friend.  
After being cooped up for months, 
Red, now named Maggie, was 
excited to be ñfreeò.  She was 
obviously trained, but seem to 
have forgotten most of what she 
knew.  

Maggie 
By Laura Strehlau  

 


